
Dear Congresswoman Barbara Lee, 

We are writing to let you know that you have the support of the Wellstone Democratic Renewal 

Club for your approach to U.S. foreign policy regarding Ukraine. 

On February 24, 2022, the date of Russia’s massive escalation of the invasion into Ukraine, you 

conveyed your appraisal of Ukraine’s freedom struggle: 

“As Chair of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on State and Foreign Operations, I 

will do everything in my power to provide the support to the Ukrainian people that this 

dire and tragic moment warrants…. I know that the Ukrainian people want democracy 

and that they will defend their country. I vehemently condemn Putin’s imperialist 

ambitions and call upon the international community to come together in defense of 

human rights, global peace, and democracy.” 

Since that time a year ago, you have followed through on your commitment by approving, as you 

say, “assistance for economic, security, and humanitarian assistance for Ukraine.” 

Senator Bernie Sanders has been equally clear: 

"I support what the president is doing.  I think what Putin did was outrageous, not only 

for the people of the Ukraine and all the destruction, not only for the thousands and tens 

of thousands of Russian soldiers who have been dying.   We need a world now, if we’re 

going to combat climate change, if we’re going to combat future pandemics, we need a 

world to come together.  And Putin has radically disrupted that, and that is a real tragedy.  

But I think at the end of the day, the US, NATO cannot sit back and allow Putin's 

aggression to go unresponded to."  (BBC interview, March 3, 2023) 

These considerations strike us as relevant: 

1. The U.S. abetted the catastrophic economic privatization that in the 1990s hijacked the 

Ukrainian as well as the Russian economy after the collapse of the Soviet Union.  That 

dismal record provides all the more reason today to engage our country in the project of 

supporting Ukraine in its fight for freedom and democracy. 

 

2. Support for Ukraine is not at all incompatible with cutting the Pentagon budget.  We 

support sharp reduction of this terrible misallocation of resources, which crowds out 

spending to meet urgent domestic needs.  We are aware as well of the danger of nuclear 

confrontation and believe that Putin’s threat to use nuclear weapons has to be taken 

seriously. We recognize, however, that, in the words of Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez: 

“As Ukraine fights against the Russian invasion, we have a moral obligation to assist any 

way we can.” 

 

3. In exchange for Ukraine giving up its stockpile of nuclear weapons, the United States has 

promised to protect Ukraine’s independence: 

“In the 1994 Budapest Memorandum, the United States, Russia, and Britain committed 

‘to respect the independence and sovereignty and the existing borders of Ukraine’ and 



‘to refrain from the threat or use of force’ against the country. Those assurances played 

a key role in persuading the Ukrainian government in Kyiv to give up what amounted 

to the world’s third largest nuclear arsenal, consisting of some 1,900 strategic nuclear 

warheads.” (Steven Pifer, senior fellow at the Brookings Institution) 

The United States should remain true to this commitment made to the Ukrainian people. 

4. While it is true that the Russian state is fearful of the NATO expansion that some Eastern 

European countries have invited, it is – along with great power rivalry -- the 

independence and promise of democracy in those countries, including Ukraine, that 

underlies that fear: 

 

“Moscow right now is a hub of corrupt tyranny, censorship, authoritarian repression, 

police violence, propaganda, government lies and disinformation, and planning for 

war crimes. It is a world center of antifeminist, antigay, anti-trans hatred ….  Ukraine 

is not perfect, of course, but its society is organized on the radically different 

principles of democracy and freedom, which is why Russia's oligarchical leaders seek 

to destroy it forever.”  

                                                                               (Congressperson Jamie Raskin) 

 

 “[We] are proud to continue Democrats’ support of the Ukrainian people’s fight for 

sovereignty and democracy…. Our commitment to the Ukrainian people, in 

accordance with our progressive values for peace, diplomacy, and human rights 

around the world, will not wane.” 

(Congressional Progressive Caucus) 

  

“Putin has claimed, as European colonizers did for hundreds of years, that the 

Ukrainian state and the Ukrainian nation do not exist. This obvious lie has been his 

rationale for an increasingly genocidal war of destruction …” 

(Congressperson Jamie Raskin) 

 

5. U.S. support for Ukraine should accompany pursuit of a diplomatic path to ending the 

war and reaching an agreement that is acceptable to Ukraine and all parties involved in 

this conflict.  A longer-term aim is worldwide disarmament: “beating swords into 

ploughshares.” 

Thank you again, Congresswoman Lee, for your conscientious approach to determining U.S. 

foreign policy toward Ukraine. 

Sincerely, 

(signature of WDRC officer or officers) 

On behalf of the Wellstone Democratic Renewal Club 


